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Dear <Salutation>,

Somebody you’ve never met is wishing … hoping … 
praying to hear from you this Christmas.

Who is it?

It's the still, quiet child, sitting on his mother's lap, his angelic, dirt-smudged face a 
sad mask, his eyes searching for the slightest hint of kindness. 

It's the woman with the unmistakable, vacant stare of long-term drug abuse, her 
mind racing in disconnected thoughts. 

It's the husky man, late fifties, with a crew cut, wearing a red sweatshirt. He some-
times finds work in construction. He talks about Vietnam. 

It's the hundreds of people like these who come to The Salvation Army's door at the 
Christmas holidays, on Christmas day, and every day of the year. 

 You’ve probably never met them, but they need your compassion. And in 
return, you will have their gratitude.

When I open The Salvation Army’s doors,
I see them there. 

 My staff, the volunteers, and I welcome them in.  Your donation makes it  
possible for us to share the love of God, a cup of coffee, a hot meal, some clean 
clothes — soup, soap, and salvation, as The Salvation Army’s founder used to say.  

 Many turn their lives around — your donation does that too. They get sober, 
find a job, and live a good life. They often come back to work or volunteer at The 
Salvation Army. 
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God Bless, and  

Merry Christmas!

If I’m right about you, please donate to The 

 Salvation Army as your Christmas gift to the  

needy. In their hearts, they’ll thank you.

P.S.  I believe you’re someone who has the compassion to 

    share the glory of Christmas with the needy.  

But will they all renew their lives?

 I wish I could say yes.  For some, the best we can do is to keep them from  
starving, give them some clean clothes, and offer a safe place off the streets for a while 
— your donation does that as well.  And they’re grateful for the kindness.  

The way I see it — if we can change just one life …  
just one … then it’s worth it, at Christmas or any time of year.

 <Salutation>,  we need your support.  Please donate this Christmas — whatever 
you can spare.  Instead of looking away, I hope you’ll put your trust in me and confront 
poverty head on.  It will make a huge difference in the life of a suffering man, woman, 
or child.  Please — be as generous as you feel you can.

Thank you, 

Signature
<treasure commander full name>
<treasure commander title>

    Enclosed is my Christmas offering of   q $xx   q $yy    q $zz    q $__________. 

I will look into the face of poverty this Christmas  
and respond with compassion.  I do this to help  
turn lives of sorrow into lives of gratitude.
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