
      This little guy  
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You helped save him.
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My Gift to Help Hurting Kids
        YES! I want to provide lifesaving care for critically sick 
and injured boys and girls in Pittsburgh and the tri-state area. 
Enclosed is my gift of:

One Children’s Hospital Drive  •  Central Plant, Floor 3 
4401 Penn Avenue  •  Pittsburgh, PA 15224-1342 
1-877-CHP-GIVE  •  givetochildrens.org/xxxxxxx

The following information is optional and strictly confidential. We never sell, rent, or share 
your personal information with any outside organization, individual, or entity. 
❑ I have a child who received treatment at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC.
❑ I know a child who received treatment at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC.
Put your gift to work even faster. Make a secure online donation at givetochildrens.org/valentine.
Your gift is deductible to the extent allowed by law. Thank you!

❑ I have enclosed a check (payable to Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation).
❑ I prefer to give by credit card (see reverse side).
❑ My company will match my gift (see reverse side).
❑ I/We would like our gift to remain anonymous.
❑ I have included/would like to include Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 

Foundation in my estate plan.
❑ Send email to:_______________________________________
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One Children’s Hospital Drive  •  Central Plant, Floor 3  •  4401 Penn Avenue  •  Pittsburgh, PA 15224-1342  •  givetochildrens.org/xxxxxxxx

FROM THE DESK OF
George K. Gittes, MD 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC

❑ <$XX1>  ❑ <$XX2>  ❑ <$XX3>  ❑ Other: $____________

<XXXXXXXX SCANLINE XXXXXXXX>

<Mrs. Joan Sample>
<TrueSense Marketing>
<155 Commerce Drive>
<Freedom, PA 15042>

Dear <Mrs. Joan Sample>,

Welcome to the very first issue of Children’s Heroes — your newsletter 
about the amazing impact you have in the lives of our patients at Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC. 

It is my pleasure to send this to you, because I’m personally grateful for 
everything you do for our kids. We wouldn’t be the world-class medical center  
we are without your generous giving. I’ll show you exactly what I mean.

In this newsletter, you’ll meet Laith, a little boy who’s had multiple organ 
transplants but never lost his determination. Your support helped save him.

You’ll meet Austin, a teenager who was playing football and hanging out  
with his friends, and then the next moment, got the most shocking news of  
his life — leukemia. Your gifts are powering his lifesaving treatment.

You’ll also see photos of some kids here at Children’s Hospital having  
fun — yes, having fun! They’re still kids, after all. Your gifts create our loving,  
uplifting atmosphere.

And you’ll see some of our breakthrough research. It’s vital to push the 
boundaries of what’s possible in medicine, and we are!

You’re part of everything we do at Children’s. Thank you for being 
there for us and our kids. And enjoy this issue of Children’s Heroes!

Gratefully, 
 
 
 
George K. Gittes, M.D. 
Benjamin R. Fisher Chair of Pediatric Surgery and Surgeon-in-Chief 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC

P.S. Kind neighbors like you make it possible for us to provide lifesaving 
care for children even if their parents can’t pay. Thank you! 



I’d like to make my gift by credit card:    One-time     Monthly

 VISA      MASTERCARD      DISCOVER      AMEX

(                )/

Please send notice of my gift to:

I wish to make a gift (please check one):

❑ In memory of:      ❑ In honor of:

NAME

 Many corporations and foundations match charitable gifts of their employees 
and spouses, board members, and retired employees. Check with your human 
resources office or call 1-877-CHP-GIVE for more information.

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF PITTSBURGH FOUNDATION IS THE SOLE FUNDRAISING ARM OF CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF PITTSBURGH OF UPMC.  
THE FOUNDATION IS A 501(c)(3) TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATION AND IS A PUBLIC CHARITY UNDER SECTIONS 509(a)(1) AND 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) OF  
THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE 
FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS REQUESTING CHARITABLE GIFTS FOR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF PITTSBURGH OF UPMC, PLEASE WRITE  
TO US AT GIFTS@CHP.EDU OR CALL 1-877-247-4483.

GIFT AMOUNT  CREDIT CARD NUMBER  

SECURITY CODE                              EXPIRATION DATE                         PHONE NUMBER

CARDHOLDER’S NAME (please print)                                                   CARDHOLDER’S SIGNATURE (required)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE            ZIP

$

Amazing things happen for critically ill  
and injured kids when you give your 
support for Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh of UPMC. 

 Your gift will power world-
class medical care right here in 
Pittsburgh for boys and girls 
facing things like cancer, traumatic 
injuries, and other illnesses.

 Your gift will fuel groundbreaking 
research and innovative treatments 
that push the limits of what’s 
possible in healing to save precious 
young lives.

 Your gift will nurture the 
compassionate care that sustains 
children emotionally as well as 
physically.

Children’s Hospital is a world-class medical center right here in 
Pittsburgh, our hometown. We’re ranked “one of the Top 10 Children’s 
Hospitals” in America by U.S. News & World Report. We’re here for 
kids in our neighborhood and across the country because of generous 
supporters like you.

What Your Support Does

Thank you!



He’s only eight. Already he’s had two heart transplants and  
a kidney transplant. But Laith stays strong like the 
tigers on his pajamas.

When he was born, the doctors thought Laith had acid 
reflux. Then his pediatrician noticed something, and an 
X-ray revealed the truth. 

Laith’s heart was twice the normal size. He needed 
a transplant and fast. The family moved from Oregon to 
Pittsburgh, so Laith could be treated at Children’s, one of  
the few hospitals doing pediatric heart transplants.

“We were so grateful,” Laith’s mom says, “to be in Pittsburgh 
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Because of you, Laith has 
the chance to play and 

just be a kid. Your support 
transformed his life.

Failing Organs Can’t 
Stop This Little Guy
How your support keeps Laith 
going strong!

Thank you for helping to bring hope  
            and healing to sick and injured kids!

See the GOOD You Do!

Continued on next page >>
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Welcome to

Dear Friend,

I’m thrilled 
to welcome you 
to Children’s 
Heroes — the 
very first issue of 
our newsletter 
about how 
you’re saving 
kids’ lives here 
at Children’s 

Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC. 

There’s so much about Children’s 
Hospital to be proud of. It’s the 
world-class pediatric center right here 
in Pittsburgh in our Lawrenceville 
neighborhood. Parents come from all 
over the country — and even the  
world — so that they’re kids can be 
treated here. 

Did you know that the first pediatric 
transplant in the country was done right 
here at Children’s? It’s true! We’ve done 
more pediatric transplants than any 
children’s hospital in the world. And this 
is just one of our specialties.

I’m telling you this not to brag (well, 
maybe a little bit!) but to show that your 
giving supports the best care there is 
for kids. You drive our breakthrough 
medical research, our pioneering 
treatments, and our compassionate care.

From the moment a worried mom 
or dad parks the car to the moment they 
walk out of our doors all smiles with 
their little one, you’re there. It’s because 
of you that Children’s is the place for 
kids. Thank you for caring, and thank 
you for supporting Children’s!

George K. Gittes, M.D.

Benjamin R. Fisher Chair of Pediatric 

Dr. Gittes not only leads Children’s, but also captains the pioneering 
research we do. He keeps us at the forefront of medical science.

Photo: Dr. Gittes and something that  
looks like a medical research situation

JUVENILE DIABETES:  

New Research 
Unlocking the 
Mystery

Dr. George Gittes and his team are at the forefront of 
diabetes research. They’re engaged in four leading-edge 
studies that hold real promise for the future of juvenile 

diabetes treatment.

Gene therapy. Dr. Gittes and his team are exploring gene 
therapy for juvenile diabetes. Early results show that, with just 
one injection, gene therapy may eradiate diabetes in mice.

Pancreas ducts. Another study looks at the drainage ducts 
in the pancreas. This study could reveal how beta cells produce 
insulin — a mechanism that isn’t understood.

Glucagon. Type 1 and type 2 diabetes is a result of too 
much of a hormone called glucagon. Dr. Gittes and his team 
are investigating how an imbalance of glucagon causes diabetes. 

Insulin production. With the latest imaging technology, 
Dr. Gittes and his team are exploring insulin production in 
mice embryos. This could reveal how to stimulate insulin —  
a breakthrough in diabetes treatment.

Amazing discoveries are just around the corner. Your 
giving supports them, along with the compassionate treatment 
happening every day at Children’s. Thank you!  

Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation 
Central Plant, Floor 3  •  4401 Penn Avenue  •  Pittsburgh, PA 15224-1342 
givetochildrens.org/xxxxxxxxxx

Photo: Dr. 
George Gittes 
Caption: Dr. 

George Gittes

Dr. George Gittes



The Diagnosis Knocked Him Down
But Your Support Is Lifting Austin Up Again

Austin was a strapping 
young teenager, playing 
football and loving life. 

Until the headaches started.

Sharp, cutting headaches. 
Then the fatigue and the  
back pain.

“We assumed it was from 
football,” Austin’s grandfather 
says. “He’d come home from 
practice and go straight to bed.”

Unusual purple spots 
appeared on his legs. Then, a 
lump on his head. “I didn’t tell 
anyone right away,” Austin said. 
But he was scared.

Austin’s folks brought him to 
Children’s. Our doctors examined 
him and their findings shocked 
the whole family — leukemia.

Austin started on chemo. He 
stays at Children’s for a month, 
and then goes home for a week. 
He’ll have four rounds of chemo 
altogether. The treatment isn’t 
easy. But he toughs it out.

“Hearing all the support from 

my friends and coaches,” he says, 
“lifts me up a lot.”

After his chemo is finished, 
Austin’s doctors will determine 
what’s next. Meantime, he focuses 
on getting better. 

He loves meeting the athletes 
who visit Children’s. He likes 
spending time in our sun room, 
and joking with the nurses.  
“They call me the Mayor of  
the Floor,” he says, laughing.

With his chemo going 
well, the outlook for Austin is 
extremely good. He has the best 
care there is. And he has you. 
Your support is the good thing 
that happens when bad things 
happen to kids. 

Once his chemo is finished, 
Austin looks forward to 
beating leukemia. And he 
has you to thank. 

“They call me the  
Mayor of the Floor,”  
he says, laughing.



with doctors who know how to 
take care of him.”

Laith’s first heart transplant 
was at three months. His second 
at three years old. Things were 
looking up. But disaster struck.

Laith’s kidneys began 
failing. He had to go on dialysis. 
Then the most amazing thing 
happened. Someone saw Laith’s 
story on Facebook and decided to 
donate her kidney. With Laith’s 
blood type, it could have taken a 
year to find a match. Laith’s mom 
is still stunned and still grateful.

“A month after the trans-
plant,” she says, “his energy shot 
up. He wanted to jump and run 
— what a difference!”

Laith continues to improve, 
and he’s in second grade now, 
doing the things kids do. “I like 
ALL video games,” Laith says, 

bursting with excitement. “I don’t 
have a favorite game right now, 
not even CLOSE!”

This happy childhood is your 

support at work. Thank you for 
all you do for sick and injured 
kids and their loving parents  
at Children’s. 

“We were so grateful,” Laith’s mom says, “ 
to be in Pittsburgh with doctors who  

know how to take care of him.”

They’re cute. They’re kooky. They’re our kids at Children’s, and we just love them. 
Of course, you do too. Your generous support is helping them get better.

Don’t You Just Love Them?

You can help critically ill or injured kids at Children’s for 
years to come with a gift in your will, trust, or other account. 
Choose from gifts that cost you nothing now, reduce your 
taxes, or even pay you income. 

To learn more, contact First Name Last Name at xxx-
xxx-xxxx or at email address.

Create Your 
Legacy of 
Caring



Put your gift to work even faster!
DONATE 
ONLINE AT givetochildrens.org/xxxxxxx
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Laith thanks  
   you for giving!




