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	 <Mrs.	Joan	Sample>

	 <TrueSense	Marketing>

	 <155	Commerce	Drive>

	 <Freedom,	PA	15042>

Dear	<Mrs.	Sample>,
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when the man awoke. The ground 

She was pregnant. He felt in the darkness to check for their few belongings. 

They had been on the road for days. The man knew his wife was close to 
giving birth. She would need shelter soon.

As dawn broke, they picked up and started walking again. They could see the 
town. Maybe someone would take them in.

But as darkness fell, no one did. They moved on, bone weary. Finally they 
found a deserted stable. The woman could go no further. It was there in the 
stable that she gave birth to her son … Jesus Christ.

It was still dark



when the man awoke. The ground 
was cold. He turned to see his wife sleeping and gently touched her shoulder. 
He felt in the darkness to check for their few belongings. 

They had been on the road for days. The man knew his wife was suffering 
under the strain. She would need shelter soon.

As dawn broke, they picked up and started walking again. They could see the 
town. Maybe someone would take them in.

But as darkness fell, no one did. They moved on, bone weary. Finally they 
found a deserted stable. The woman could go no farther. It was there in the 
stable that she gave birth to her son … Jesus Christ.

It was still dark

Dear Mrs. Joan Sample,

It’s true — Jesus was born homeless. And Joseph and Mary were all alone with no shelter 
from the burning sun, the wind, and the storms. 

It’s just like so many women, children, and families today in <area> who don’t have a decent 
place to rest their heads. I see them when they come to The Salvation Army’s <name of family 
shelter>. They’re scared and worried. They’re desperate and lonely. They feel no one cares about 
them. They’re worn out … spiritually lost … broken.

That’s why I’m writing, to ask you to give a generous gift — as much as you can afford — to 
reach out in compassion to families who are suffering like this because they lack safe shelter.

Your gift will go to work immediately. It will help keep our doors open at <name of family 
shelter>. So when a homeless family comes to us in need, we can welcome them in with a smile 
and a hug. We can show them Christ’s love. We can give them a place to stay that’s clean and safe 
— a place where they'll be cared for.

Your gift also does more. It changes lives. No matter what went wrong, we can make it right 
with your help. Your generous support makes it possible for us to:

• Put a roof over their heads — these are women, children, and families who've have been out 
on the street, desperate to survive.

• Provide hot, nutritious meals so parents and especially children can regain their strength.
• Give them clean clothes and laundry facilities to bolster their self-respect.
• Help them deal with the parents' issues involving addiction to drugs and alcohol.
• See to their medical needs ... and treat lingering illnesses as well as serious conditions.
• Set the family up with a case manager, who creates a detailed plan for employment, 

stable housing, and positive relationships — all based on Christ's love for the poor, the 
downtrodden, the "least of these."

Continued on next page ...



Give Them Shelter

 The Salvation Army
 <return address 1>
 <return address 2>
 <return address 3>
 <city, state zip>

 
 <Mrs. Joan Sample>
 <TrueSense Marketing>
 <155 Commerce Drive>
 <Freedom, PA 15042>
 <Address 5>

It’s the right thing to do to help homeless families who are lost and suffering. It’s how we care 
for one another. It’s what Christ would have us do. 

Even in Jesus’ time, a kind innkeeper told Joseph and Mary about his stable and let the couple 
stay there for the night. He showed compassion.

You can show compassion today. Your gift not only gives food and shelter to homeless 
women, children, and families who are suffering — it creates a whole new life for them. It creates 
strong bonds with people at The Salvation Army who care. Renewed hope. Renewed skills for 
finding and keeping a job. An unshakable foundation in Christ. Happiness where there was pain. 
Confidence in the future where there was dread.

It may be hard to believe that lives can be transformed like this — but they can. When all 
seems lost, homeless families come to The Salvation Army. That’s when your gift matters most.

Please give today. Just tear off the reply form below, choose a gift amount that’s right for you, 
and send the form back with your gift in the envelope enclosed. Please do it now, and please give 
with as much generosity as you can. 

In His service,

<signature>
<signer’s name>
<signer’s title>

P.S. Can I count on you to provide shelter for families who are suffering? Together we can change 
their lives. Please give generously now. Thank you so much, and God bless. 

Yes, I want to help provide food and shelter, and transform lives at <name of family shelter>. 

SA-11019

Enclosed is my gift of   
❑ $XX1 to provide YY1 days of shelter 
❑ $XX2 to provide YY2 days of shelter 

❑ $XX3 to provide YY3 days of shelter    
❑ Other: $__________.to help as much as possible




